Scintigraphic detection of bile leaks after laparoscopic cholecystectomy.
Laparoscopic cholecystectomy is widely accepted as an alternative to traditional open cholecystectomy. Its advantages are a shorter hospital stay, earlier return to normal activity, less pain, and improved cosmetic results. However, in the initial experience with this technique, biliary leaks were several times more frequent than in traditional cholecystectomy. Four cases of scintigraphic detection of biliary leaks after laparoscopic cholecystectomy are described. The results of the examination are compared in two cases with endoscopic retrograde cholangiography and in the remaining two with intraoperative findings. Hepatobiliary scintigraphy is suggested for early evaluation of postoperative complications involving the biliary system.